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_____ _____, 2011

Senator Howard M. Metts
Statehouse, 82 Smith Street
Providence, RI  02903
RE:  “An Act Relating to Labor and Labor Relations—Fair Employment Practices,” S 0224
Dear Senator Metts:
I am writing to voice my support in conjunction with RICARES (RI Communities for Addiction Recovery Efforts) for the above-referenced legislation. This act, with some exceptions, would prohibit an employer from refusing to hire a person, based solely on the existence of a criminal record. Passage of this legislation would also prohibit a governmental agency from denying an individual a license to work based solely on that individual having a criminal record.
Men and women who, as a result of previous substance use have a criminal background, deserve a chance to become gainfully employed in occupations for which they are qualified. Employment contributes to stabilized long-term recovery, contributes to people becoming productive, and adds to the number of R.I. citizens who are paying taxes. It also allows employers access to men and women who are working toward success, driven to prove themselves, and diligent in their recovery. Thus employers will have access to skilled workers who have worked to put a criminal record in their past. Though similar to H 5101, your bill goes further in that it addresses hiring and licensing practices as well. 

Thank you for your hard work on this legislation. Be assured the recovery community, our allies, friends and family will continue to offer their support to you.
Sincerely,
Signed: _______________________________________________________________________
Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City, State   ZIP: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone number: _____________________________________________________________

Additional Comments:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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